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Ayuda on FLICKR

b
2009 Youth Art Show

Annual Ayuda Banquet

Still into Snail Mail?

| would like to send you a AYUDA
ARTS postcard... something for your
fridge. | still get very excited to get
something in the good ol' mailbox
and | know I'm not alone! If you are
interested in receiving this mailing,

Dear Kate,

Looking back on this past year at
Ayuda, there is much to be thankful
for! We have completed 12 youth art
courses this year. We celebrated the
artistic achievements of our 34 art
students and their teachers at the
2nd Annual Youth Art Exhibition &
Gala at the Pyramid Club on May
7th. Our adult workshops explored 7
different artistic mediums. Our
relationships continue to deepen
while we work creatively side-by-side as neighbors. Our design for the
"Joy in the City" mosaic mural project has been approved and our
neighbors on 6th Street are always stopping me with more tesserae
that they have collected. As they anticipate their involvement in the
mural that they will see each day they walk out their door, they're
excited and we are as well! Unfortunately, due to lack of funding, we've
postponed this project, but we're working hard to raise funds to
complete it next summer (2010).

At the close of this 2nd year of the Community Arts Program, we are
amazed what God has done through the medium of the arts in our lives
here in Hunting Park. We look to next year expectantly, ready to
receive that which comes through God's hands. We have some hopes
as to what it may look like and | invite you to pray with us to hold our
desires loosely before God knowing that God's ways are higher than
our ways and God's thoughts have a broader view than our thoughts
(Isaiah 55:8-9). Our hopes:

« to offer 12-14 youth art courses, continue to provide $25
scholarships to those in need, and host 2 art shows to honor
our youth and their accomplishments

o introduce 2 new weekly courses for our adults in addition to our
monthly workshops: photography & crochet/knitting.

o complete the "Joy in the City" mosaic mural next summer with
the help of our neighbors

e acquire an "Art House" for the program to expand. (This is in the
works! Please pray with us! The basement of Ayuda's rowhouse
is getting very, very crowded.)

The summer is upon us. Please continue to pray for the youth in
Hunting Park. As you may remember, last summer was a particularly
violent one. This led us to engage the students in their art courses with
conversations and projects around the theme of violence. Next year,
we are considering exploring the theme of IMAGE. As a follow up to
the violence theme, we're asking how "images" are used to oppress
and abuse others, particularly our cultural definitions of femininity and
masculinity. Often the youth in our neighborhood are left with nothing
but pop culture to create those definitions for them. We want to ask our
kids, what does it mean that you are created in the IMAGE of God:
male and female? We are still developing this... if you have helpful
ideas or resources for us to strengthen our discussion, email me!

For the next few months, | will be studying Spanish in Antigua,
Guatemala, teaching art to youth, and working on a mural in a women's
prison in Guatemala City. | am looking forward to returning in August
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email me (mharriman@ayudacc.org)
with your current mailing address and
Il add you to the list!

DONATE NOW

Please consider a regular monthly
donation to support the Arts at
Ayuda!

(Designate "Community Arts")

and hopefully having a chance to get to know my Spanish speaking
neighbors whom I've not yet been able to talk with one-on-one.
Community Arts at Ayuda will be saving money! As of yet, we have a
small amount in monthly commitments from very special individuals
(Thank You!) and no grant money awarded for next year. Again, | site
Jeremiah 17:7-8 as our hope: that in the midst of this fiscal drought,
we will not make our home in the fear and anxiety it brings. Let us
faithfully bear the fruit that God continues to provide.

"Blessed are those who trust in the LORD, whose
trust is the LORD. They shall be like a tree planted
by water, sending out its roots by the stream. It shall
not fear when heat comes, and its leaves shall stay
green; in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it
does not cease to bear fruit.”

- Jeremiah 17:7-8 (NRSV)

Have a great summer!

Michaelanne Harriman
Community Arts Director
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" View from the Pyramid Club
(Taken by John Ryan, Photography Teacher at Ayuda
on the evening of our Youth Art Exhibition & Gala)
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Ayuda Community Center
4400 N. Marshall St.
Philadelphia , Pennsylvania 19140
215-329-5777
www.ayudacc.org
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